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Specialist Education for Young People in
England and Wales

Since 1987, Ruskin Mill Trust’s Practical Skills Therapeutic Education

method has enabled young people to overcome barriers to learning,
become skilled, and return to their communities with greater independence

Ruskin Mill Trust
Operates five independent colleges, a specialist school and life-long residential and training
provision for adults with learning difficulties and disabilities.

www.rmt,org




Vision & Values
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provision in England and Wales

rB;\ntwood Specialist School
Sheffield

.« 7-19years

. Residential & day students
. Upto 52 weeks per year

Argent College
Birmingham

+ 16-25years
. Residential & day students

. Upto 52 weeks per year |

Coleg Plas Dwbl
Clunderwen, Pembrokeshire

« 16-25years
« Residential & day students
- Upto 52 weeks per year |
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+ 16-25years
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Glasshouse College
Stourbridge, West Midlands

« 16-25years
+ Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

.

Nailsworth, Gloucestershire

educational action research

We take referrals all year
round at all our centres

« MA in Special Education:

Transformative Learning

Our Vision

Ruskin Mill College
Nailsworth, Gloucestershire

+ 16-25years
+ Residential & day students
Up to 52 weeks per year

Each individual experiences meaningful relationships with universe, earth and people and has the potential to

shape their own future.

Our Values

We value inclusive learning and living activities that integrate the intellectual, relational and practical
* We value respecting and striving to understand all peoples’ differences and uniqueness

* We believe all people have the potential for positive change and development
* We value relating with openness, goodwill, tolerance and treating individuals with dignity and respect
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Ruskin Mill College was established thirty years ago and now offers ove(; 100 plaC|e|§fwherg 'sfcudents have
the opportunity to develop transferable skills through meaningful, hands-on, real-life activities.

Our experienced Pathways team works with each student and the relevant Focal Autr}ority assis
to undertake work experience and prepare for their transition back into their reSpe_Ct\Ye comm
Pathways team will stay in touch with the student for a further six months for continuity purpg

ting them
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The college offers a rich and varied curriculum and oppgrfcgnitwies to develop communication, sqcj
and living skills, leading to increased independence. Activities include practical iand-bcfised and tr,
craft activities including animal husbandry, fish farming, woodland management, horhculture, Ca
drama and art, with communication and functional skills embedded throughout the day and res;
provision. At Gables Farm and the market garden, students help to grow and harvest hee?lthy bio
food, and prepare meals in the college canteens, café and households. Students can achieve aw
accreditation and qualifications both through college courses and external placements,
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In residential provision, students live in family or team houses in the local community and can progress

onto placements in training flats or semi independent living, where they have the opportunity to take
greater responsibility for themselves.

“My ability to work with others has developed big time
while I've been here, especially in the NVQ. That was
something | found difficult before, but it’s what you need
in the workplace, in every workplace, you need to work
together. | love working outside and using tools. I've
always wanted to use a chain saw. We started in the
coppice with the hand-tools and moved on to the brush
cutter. That taught me to be observant as you had to put it
down and stop strimming to let people come through.

I've changed big time since | started here. | feel grown-
up and | am not nearly so anxious these days. I geton
with more people, my relationships with other students

have improved. I've learned to sort things out for myself”
Jonathan

“We get over to Duchy Home Farm from college at about 9.30 am,
have something to drink and get on with the work. We judge the
pumpkins by size and colour and their individual characters. They are
then priced up from 50p and we weigh and clean the vegetables.

I work in the market garden at college and | am doing a qualification

where we do similar things so it crosses over well with work

experience here. I've kept growing like the vegetables since I’ve

been at Ruskin Mill College and I've learnt a lot of skills. I've been

iﬁ in the independence flat three times, twice with a friend and once
on my own. | like coming to the Duchy Farm and taking back some

F vegetables to cook in my household. If I had some land, | would

grow my own food and it would have no travel miles.” Chelsea
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